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Built on the southern end of West Virginia State University’s formal quad, Fleming Hall has long 
served as the primary venue for indoor athletics in addition to the academic needs of multiple 
departments since 1941.  The original structure housed the campus’s only gymnasium, a 
natatorium, academic classrooms, administrative offices, and related support space.  Although 
serving faithfully the family of this HBCU for over seventy years, Fleming Hall would fall victim to 
failing building systems, dated finishes, and poor functionality in meeting the needs of modern 
day teaching, learning, recreation, and varsity competition.  With a strong commitment from the 
University administration, Fleming Hall would be identified as a historic anchor of the physical 
campus to be preserved and enhanced, allowing for a continuation of service excellence to its 
students and equipping the institution in meeting its’ vision for dynamic growth. 

The new D. Stephen and Diane H. Walker Convocation Center opened on March 1, 2014 and, in 
addition to having fully renovated classrooms, offices and locker rooms, the project features a 
new 1,300-seat arena addition for intercollegiate basketball and volleyball while also serving 
as the University’s premier space for commencement and convocation ceremonies and other 
campus-wide gatherings.  The primary space of the addition, the new convocation center and 
arena incorporates the finest of materials and systems, cleanly ordered and executed in the bold 
colors of the University. Together with dramatic athletic lounges, locker rooms, classrooms, and 
training facilities, the renovated and new facilities place WVSU at the top of its’ conference among 
peer institutions and marks a bold new future for this 1891 Land Grant Institution in Southern West 
Virginia.

AWARDS:  
AIA WV Merit Award for Achievement in Architecture

SCOPE
70,000 SF
Additions &
Renovations

COST
$17.3 million

STATUS
Completed in 2014






